


Looks can be 
deceiving



MATTHEW 
21:18-22



Fig Tree
• Throwback to the Children of Israel
• Hosea 9:10-17 – Lack of obedience brings 

death to the root
• Cleansing of the temple – emblematic of 

His bigger goal



Fig Tree
• There for all to see and eat from
Therefore, by their fruits you will know them.  

Matthew 7:20
Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works and glorify your 

Father in heaven.     Matthew 5:16



Fig Tree
• Leaves insinuate the presence of 

figs, but there were none
…having a form of godliness 

but denying its power. And from such 
people turn away!

II Timothy 3:5



We should be a tree 
exemplifying growth, allowing 
people to experience the fruit 
of the Spirit, even if standing 

alone.



Jesus encourages His 
disciples through an 
extreme lesson by 

redirecting their attention.



And when the disciples saw it, they marveled, 
saying, “How did the fig tree wither away so 

soon?”  So Jesus answered and said to 
them, “Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith 

and do not doubt, you will not only do what 
was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to 
this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into 

the sea,’ it will be done.
Matthew 21:20-21



We can do seemingly impossible 
things “IF we have faith” and 
don’t doubt (correct focus).

• Move mountains
• Bigger things than us

• Deeper vision:  discernment



You have faith, but do you really, 
really trust God without doubting?

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will 

be given to him. But let him ask in faith, with no 
doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea 

driven and tossed by the wind.
James 1:5-6



Ask through prayer while 
believing in faith  and 

you will receive.
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How?!
Through the teachings 

already given.



I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that you present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which 

is your reasonable service.   And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 
what is that good and acceptable and perfect 

will of God.
Romans 12:1-2



Delight yourself also in 
the Lord, And He shall give you 

the desires of your heart.
Psalm 37:4



Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.  

Your kingdom come.  Your 
will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven.
Matthew 6:9b-10



Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 
who, being in the form of God, did not consider 

it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of 
no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and 
coming in the likeness of men.  And being found in 

appearance as a man, He humbled Himself 
and became obedient to the point of death, even the 

death of the cross.
Philippians 2:5-8



Is this possible?
Yes, by spiritual inspection 

and personal accountability.



Where do you go?
Who do you associate with?

What are you ok with contrary to what 
is right?

Does your spiritual growth match 
what people see?



Looks can be 
deceiving



Questions to Ponder
1. Are people finding a fruit filled life or a 
barren life?
2. Does your life promote the fruit of the Spirit?
3. Do you allow the Spirit to inspect your life?  
Do you have accountability?
4. Are you praying in line with His will or your 
will?


